[image: image1.wmf]



[image: image2.wmf]
August 25, 2003

The Managing Director
Information Communications 

    Technology Authority

P.O. Box 2502 GT

Grand Cayman

Cayman Islands

Fax: 345-945-8284

Email: consultations@icta.ky, ramona.ritch@icta.ky

Via E-Mail and Fax 
Re:  Public Consultation Process re: Draft Interconnection and Access to Infrastructure Regulations, R(2003)5a, Closing Date August 25, 2003

Dear Sir or Madam:  

AT&T Wireless appreciates the opportunity to provide comments and feedback regarding the Information Communications Technology Authority’s Draft Interconnection and Access to Infrastructure Regulations, R(2003)5a.
We commend the ICTA for the development of robust interconnection regulations, designed to ensure the provision of interconnection services on cost-based, non-discriminatory terms and conditions, sufficiently unbundled to that interconnecting parties pay only for required network elements.  
AT&T Wireless respectfully offers the following responses to the questions upon which the ICTA invites comment.
· Question 3 asks whether certain public ICT Network Licensees (new entrants as an example) should be required to provide a Legal Framework Document only upon request for interconnection services.  AT&T Wireless agrees with this suggested revision to the rules.  We suggest the requirement to file a Legal Framework Document should initially apply only to the incumbent ICT network provider (Cable & Wireless).  The requirement should apply to new licensees only at such time in the future when a request for interconnection service is submitted to them.

· Question 4 asks whether the timeframes set out in Section 10 of the draft regulations are sufficient for new entrants to commence operations in the Cayman Islands on a timely basis.    AT&T Wireless suggests that, although timeframes have been provided for some aspects of the interconnection negotiation process, no specific period of time is suggested or indicated for the resolution of good faith discussions and the conclusion of an interconnection agreement.   AT&T Wireless suggests the addition of a specific period of time (for instance, 30 business days) to Section 10(9) for the conclusion of an interconnection agreement after good faith discussions have begun (per the timeframes otherwise dictated in the regulations).  As currently noted in Section 10(9), if conclusion was not reached at the end of this time, either party may request the assistance of the Authority to resolve any interconnection issues in accordance with the Dispute Resolution Rules.  

· Question 5 asks whether the incumbent ICT network provider should be required to publish a reference interconnect offer (RIO).  AT&T Wireless suggests that the regulations incorporate a provision requiring, at some point in the future the ICTA deems appropriate, the incumbent ICT network provider begin a RIO process.  Within this process the ICTA should have the authority to fully review and approve all terms, conditions and rates.

· Question 10 invites feedback on any other issues related to interconnection or to the proposed regulations.  AT&T Wireless suggests that the inclusion of criminal penalties (imprisonment of up to one year, per Section 27) are inappropriate and should be deleted. 
Thank you for the opportunity to participate in this Public Consultation process.  If required, please do not hesitate to contact me at 773-230-0062 or via e-mail at lori.buerger@attws.com.      

Sincerely,

Lori Buerger

Director – External Affairs
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